The Challenger

January 11, 2010

Gordon Street Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) | “In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”

FROM THE PASTOR
Since this is the first newsletter of the year, let me offer a word of
thanks on behalf of the staff of Gordon Street. We appreciate the many
expressions of kindness that we received during the Christmas season by
way of gifts, goodies, cards, dinners, and warm greetings. It truly is one of the
best seasons of the year, and especially so at Gordon Street. Thank you.

I also want to commend you on your faithful giving in 2009. These are
tough economic times that we are living in, and yet we once again covered our
expenses in their entirety (as of Sunday we were a few hundred behind, but one
family in our church has made a generous gift to cover the difference). We can
now celebrate eight straight years of meeting expenses!

We are a good giving congregation, as I have reminded you each year.
Only Laura, as Office Manager, knows the particulars of who gives what. It’s
confidential information, as in most congregations. But we can see the trends:
in 2009, we brought in about 35% of our budget in December; about 6% of our
membership gave over $10,000; 2% gave 5-10 thousand; 41% 1-5 thousand;
and 51% gave less than $1000. Together, we made it a faithful year of giving.
Let’s make 2010 another good year, and let’s each try to grow in our steward-
ship so that we don’t sweat out the final weeks.

This coming year also brings some new faces in leadership. You’ll note
in this newsletter that we are about to ordain Debbie Casey and Billy Parrott as
elders. We welcome them, along with a new class of deacons. We have a new
Executive Committee as well, consisting of Beth Heath, Charles Yarbrough,
Ginger Johnson, and Kathy Riggs; plus, we have some new committee chairs—
Kim Scarborough (Evangelism), Anne Vincent (Membership), Gene Rybolt
(Property), Lyle Holland (Stewardship), Jane Rybolt (Memorials), Lee Johnson
(Scholarship), Reid Taylor (Aesthetics), and Wanda Scarborough (Personnel).
Let’s support and pray for them in their work.

Finally, this is a big year for me as I endeavor to complete my final pro-
ject for my Doctor of Ministry. It’s a big undertaking and will involve the con-
gregation, especially those of you that serve in my pilot group. Be watching
for more information, and keep me in your prayers as I embark on this. Right
now it all seems a little overwhelming, but I know with yours and God’s help,
it will be a good experience.

Glad to be your pastor, GSCC.

REGIONAL NEWS

Congregational revitalization will be the focus of a regional workshop being
offered at Barton College, January 22-23. The registration cost is $40, which
includes all meals. If you are interested in attending, contact Mark a.s.a.p. as
the deadline has already passed. The Rev. Bill McConnell, a Disciples pastor
in Harrison, OH, and noted author, will be the keynote speaker. Also, the Re-
gional Assembly has been slated for April 16-17, in Wilmington, NC. GSCC
is entitled to four delegates, Contact Beth Heath, moderator, if you are inter-
ested in serving in this capacity. More information later.

ORDINATIONS

The ordinations of Debbie Casey and Billy Parrott
as elders of Gordon Street Christian Church have
been set for Sunday, January 24, during morning
worship. All elders are encouraged to be present
for the laying on of hands. Be sure to be here to
greet and support these two new elders. James
White will also be recognized as Elder Emeritus
during the worship service. James has served as
elder for 47 years.

CWF NEWS

GSCC’s CWF has arranged to have

Woman-to-Woman participant Jeanne

Robertson come to Gordon Street for a

Sunday evening presentation, January

24, 6 p.m., in the fellowship hall. Ms.

Robertson visited Bosnia and will speak
on the struggles of the people there as they recover
from years of war. All men, women, and young
people are encouraged to attend. For more infor-
mation, speak with Hazel Yarbrough, CWF Presi-
dent. Refreshments will be served.

BIBLE STUDY

The Wednesday evening Bible study class will
begin a new study on January 20, 5:30

p.m., on the Gospel of John. If you

have been wanting to learn more z
about the Bible, this would be a good @
time to get started. If interested, con- .
tact Mark a.s.a.p. so that he can order

you a study booklet (cost- $13) or stop by the
church library to read the one on reserve.

YOUTH NEWS

Youth groups have resumed for the winter/spring
season with the promise of lots of fun, fellowship,
and learning. The program is designed for all
young people grades 1-12, meeting each Sunday
evening for supper at 6 p.m. ($2), followed by
study, music, recreation, or mission from 6:30-
7:30. By now, everyone should have received
their schedules. The CYF ski trip to Wintergreen
(VA) is slated for February 12-14. Details will be
forthcoming; deadline to sign up is Jan. 31.

2%, BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
*A:_b Please join us on Sunday, January 17 for the 167th birthday of
d{:ﬁﬁ GSCC. We will be celebrating after church with a covered dish
* dinner. We are expecting guests so please bring enough food to
feed a family, and stay and celebrate this great church.

HANDBELL AUCTION FUNDRAISER
The bell choir is sponsoring their annual dinner and auction on Sunday, Febru-
ary 28th at 6 p.m. The proceeds from this fundraiser support the handbell
choir’s spring tour and will enable them to deliver their ministry of handbell
music to retirement communities, churches and a soup kitchen in Washington
D.C., New Jersey and NY City. The bell choir is seeking items to be donated
for the auction which will be greatly appreciated. So start now to look for
wonderful items to be auctioned off. Plan to join us Sunday eve-
ning, February 28th, for an evening of lively entertainment with a
talent show performed by members of the Sanctuary Bells, deli-
cious food, and great fellowship. Tickets will go on sale for $8 A
beginning February 28th and may be purchased from any member
of the Sanctuary Bells.

CHURCH STAFF
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ABOUT THE DISCIPLES

Born in the early 1800s, the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) is the oldest Protestant Church to have been
| founded in the United States. Its symbol of the chalice
emphasizes the central place of communion in worship,
as well as the Scottish Presbyterian roots of the
denomination (the cross of St. Andrew). Disciples
confess their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord
and seek unity among all believers.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Y

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17,2010 Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;

1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

THOSE SERVING: Elders - Joanne Heath, Charles Herring; Elder Usher - Sarah Jones Pollock; Ushers - Jane Rybolt, Glenda
Elmore; Deacons - (*prepares/cleans up communion) Joe Fulton*, Paula Fulton*, Dwight Gerding, Pam Gerding, Peg Godwin,
Anna Harper; Youth Deacons - Dustin Courtright, Cody Courtright, Donna Tomlinson, Sarah Casey; Receptionists - (Narthex)
Etta Lou Loftin; (North Door) Dot Rhodes; Acolyte - Elizabeth Wynne; Nursery - Luan Lawson/Lee Johnson Fellowship Hour -
Birthday luncheon

Rev. Mark Benson

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2010 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19;

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21
THOSE SERVING: Elders — Mamie Ruth Jarman, Graham Knott; Elder Usher — Carolyn Hodges; Ushers - Joe Burchette,
Annette West; Deacons - (*prepares/cleans up communion) Gene Heath*, Sue Heath*, Shirley Herring, Brenda Holland, Lyle
Holland, Geneva Hood; Youth Deacons — Laura Knott, Hannah Gerding, Matt Scarborough, Hiott Walker; Receptionists -
(Narthex) Jean Carlson; (North Door) Dot Rhodes; Acolyte — Kaitlyn Johnson; Nursery — Susan & David; Fellowship Hour - Ed

Rev. Mark Benson

& Marsha Rowntree; Children’s Church—LuAnn Fletcher

Prayer Concerns — Betty Tolston, Ann Rouse, Jean
Guthrie, Donna Millhorn, Jenny Marble, Zella Medlin,
Brenda Edwards, Phil & Leslie McGrew, Darlene Bryant,

The Challenger Deadline
The next deadline will be January 25, 2010.

Mary Keith, Mike Hadley, Johnsie Worrell, Jim Edwards,
Diane Gower, David Watson, Jay Stewart, George Prior
Just a Note From the Library---- %
We have two new books to start the new year. &
“Shades of Blue”, by Karen Kingsbury, (a novel) and
“same kind of different as me”, by Ron Hall & Denver Moore,
(non fiction).
Although we only offer two new books, this might be a good
time to catch up on some of the ones already on the library
shelves!! I venture to say there are not many who have read
ALL the books we have available !!
A reminder to check the “overdue list” posted in the library. If
your name is on it, please try to return any that are listed so they
will be available for other readers.

Thank you and Have a Good Day !!

Worship Attendance
January 3 - 128 January 10 - 102
Stewardship Update (thru 12/31/09)
Income YTD - $282,610.91  Expenses YTD - $282,610.91

CWF SOUP AND SANDWICH
The CWF will be hosting a soup and sandwich lunch after
church on Sunday, February 7. Please plan to stay and had have
potato, chicken and rice, and vegetable soup, and chili. There
will be a variety of sandwiches to choose from as well as brown-
ies for dessert. Donations are welcome to

IN BRIEF

= The Hookerton District Union Meeting is set for January 28, 6
p.m., at Northwest CC. The evening will begin with supper,
followed by a program and brief business session. To sign up,
contact our church office by Monday the 25th.

» God & Country classes will be offered in February
(Thursdays, 4-5:30) for interested scouts—God & Me (Grades
1-3), 2/4, 11; God & Family (Grades 4-5), 2/18, 25. 2™ floor
Ed. Bldg.

= A CDL class will be offered at the community college on
January 23, 8-5. For more info, call Reid Taylor at 527-6223
(ext. 714).

= Men that are planning to be a part of the Living Last Supper
on April 1 need to let Mark Benson or Phil Crawford know of
their intent. Due to the demands of costume making, we need
to know our full cast this month.

= A special thank you to Ms. Stella Mewborne for making a
special gift to GSCC to cover the costs of acquiring the filling
station property last fall. Thanks, Stella!

= The Kinston 8000 Run for the River is scheduled for March
27, 2010. This year we will have an opportunity to run and
raise money for water wells in developing countries. Start
training, and be watching for more information about running
for the good cause.

GIRL SCOUT NEWS

Girl Scout Troop 600 is currently selling cookies for $3.50 per
box. The girls have each set a personal goal of 150 boxes each
so that they can earn a week of camping at Kerr Lake (Camp
Graham). GSCC has 6 girls in the troop: Emily Benson, Ashley
Scarborough, Charley Walker, Nicole Barwick, Gretchen Taylor
and Heather Taylor. These girls will be happy to assist with
your cookie needs. We are also participating in Operation
Cookie Drop; a way to donate cookies to the troops over-
seas. You buy the cookies and we have them delivered over-
seas! It's a great way to support those in the armed ser-
vices. Please see any of the girls in the Troop to satisfy your
sweet tooth. Thank you for your continued support of Girl
Scout Troop 600. Kim Scarborough

Sanctuary Flower Arrangement
If you would like to put flowers in the sanctuary for worship on
Sunday, January 24th (Ordination Sunday), please contact Ma-
mie Ruth Jarman. Also, please take note of the newly repaired
and polished silver flower urn. Gene Rybolt and Glenda El-
more are to be thanked for their efforts.

— FROM THE PROPERTY MINISTRY

With the cost of utilities going up and the ministries being

asked to reduce their budgets, we all need to work to-
\2J gether. If you are the last one out of a room, hallway,

restroom or any other part of the building, TURN OFF
THE LIGHTS. Also, do not set the heat thermostat higher than
72 degrees, and leave the switch control on “Auto”. When you
leave that room, set the temperature back to 67 degrees and
check throughout the church before setting the alarm.
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