
Christmas, which lead up to New 

Years.  They give me the opportunity 

to think back over the past year—

remembering its joy and pain, success-

es and failures—and then to take the 

time to get oriented to a new year, 

hopefully in a better way. 

 

 I’m sure that one of my reflections 

will concern our time together this 

year.  It’s been a good year (not with-

out its occasional ecclesiastical pot-

hole!), but still a good year.  The spirit 

in the church, the work we are doing 

together, the newcomers, our ecumeni-

cal ties, our giving—it’s been a good 

year in so many ways, and I find my-

self thankful.  I also look forward to 

another year of serving alongside of 

you.  

 

 Blessings on your Christmastide as 

you prepare for the New Year! 

   

  Mark 

THE PASTOR’S LETTER 

 Out of all the classes I’ve 

taught at Gordon Street over the 

years, one of the most popular was 

on the book, Unplug the Christmas 

Machine, by Jo Robinson & Jean 

Staeheli.  It’s a pretty old book, but 

its basic thesis resonates with people.  It’s 

that Christmastime has become too commer-

cial and stressed for many people, but that 

we can make choices to change that.  I of-

fered a study of the book one Advent, and 

people came that I hadn’t seen in Sunday 

school in years!  (I think by turning out, they 

were saying, “I love Christmas, but I want to 

celebrate it right.”). 

 

 Celebrating it right means keeping your 

head about you, when everything around 

you is getting frantic.  It’s as I suggested last 

month, i.e., it’s best to focus on church and 

family traditions, reasonable spending, and 

keeping an eye on the meaning of the season 

(that God dwells among us).  I like the 

Christmas pledge the authors put in their 

book—“Believing in the true spirit of Christ-

mas, I commit myself to remember those 

people who truly need my gifts, express my 

love in more direct ways than gifts, examine 

my holiday activities in the light of my deep-

est values, be a peacemaker within my circle 

of family and friends, and rededicate myself 

to my spiritual growth.”  Those are worthy 

goals. 

 

 Of course, maybe you are thinking, 

“Christmas is over, and it was-what-it-was 

for me!”  (Actually, there are 12 days of 

Christmas, but that’s another column).  May-

be it is culturally over—the fast pace, com-

pulsive buying, overeating, and stressing too 

much—but the work of Christmas is actually 

just beginning.  The work of Christmas is 

when we dig in and really start trying to put 

the above pledge into action—generosity, 

love, faith, peacemaking, and recommit-

ment.  I personally like these days after 
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Upcoming 
 
Saturday, 12/24, 11 p.m.—

Candlelight communion ser-

vice 

 

Christmas Day, 12/25— 

11 a. m. Worship 

 

New Year’s Day, 1/1/12— 

11 a.m. Worship 

 

1st Sunday after Epipha-

ny, 1/8/12, 10 a.m. Sunday 

School resumes, 11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

2nd Sunday after Epipha-

ny, 1/15/12, 11 a.m. Wor-

ship 

 

3rd Sunday after Epipha-

ny, 1/22/12, 11 a.m. Wor-

ship; 12 p.m. GSCC’s 169th 

birthday luncheon 

 

4th Sunday after Epipha-

ny, 1/29/12, 11 a.m. Wor-

ship 
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“In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” 
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HOOKERTON DISTRICT MTG 

The Hookerton District Union will 

gather at First Christian Church, 

Grifton, on Thursday evening, 

January 26, beginning at 6:30 

p.m.  If you are interested in go-

ing, call the church office and get 

your name on the list so that we can let 

Grifton know how many to expect 

from GSCC.  Let’s plan to have a 

good showing and to enjoy fellowship 

and inspiration with our fellow Disci-

ples. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

All Sunday school classes will resume 

on January 8 at 10 a.m.  Mark Benson 

will be teaching the final chapters of 

Theological Reflections on Prayer:  In 

God’s Presence, by Marjorie Su-

chocki, for all adults interested in a 

discussion-based class (parlor).  

Charles Yarbrough will lead the Mose-

ley Class in a study of “God’s Protec-

tion,” based on texts from Genesis and 

Exodus (for adults interested in Bible 

study; sanctuary annex room).  Ele-

mentary-aged children and junior 

high/senior youth are invited to join 

their teachers each Sunday for fellow-

ship and a lesson, meeting on the se-

cond floor of the fellowship building 

and at Bojangles, respectively. 

 

SERRV—A SUCCESS! 

Once again Gordon Street was a great 

supporter of the SERRV outreach 

ministry.  Our purchases this year to-

taled $768.50 which goes to craft peo-

ple in the developing nations.   

The Outreach Ministry thanks you for 

your continued interest and support. 

 Stephen and Sharon Ginn  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Virginia Knott, Sarah Jones Pol-

lock 

3 Carol Weber 

5 Patsy Davenport, Diane Hill 

6 Marie Hudson, Bob Moore 

10 Fisher Journigan 

11 Justine Blizzard 

12 Bob Jarman 

13 Paul Burchette 

15 Austin Francis, Libby Letchworth 

16 Charles Herring 

17 Martha Boswell 

20 Hal Paderick 

22 Preston Ferrell, LuAnn Fletcher 

23 Kim Scarborough 

24 Verlie Franks 

26 Dolores Loftin 

28 Helen Goins 

30 Lara Hill Lichtin 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

17 Bill & Glenda Elmore 

19 Thurman & Anne Vincent 

20 Lyle & Brenda Holland 

24 Sue & Gene Heath 

CHURCH NEWS 

 

GSCC TURNS 169 

Our congregation turns 169 on Janu-

ary 21, 2012.  The following day—

Sunday, January 22—the congrega-

tion will celebrate the 

occasion through wor-

ship and a covered-

dish fellowship meal 

afterwards.  The Rev. 

Richard Weikel, a Disciples of Christ 

minister living in Goldsboro, will be 

the guest preacher for the morning 

(Mark & family will be away on vaca-

tion).  Each family is asked to bring a 

couple of dishes to share for the fel-

lowship meal.  Gordon Street began at 

the Little Sister Baptist Church meet-

ing house, located seven miles north 

of Kinston.  The roll included nine 

charter members:  Jacob Parrott, Sr; 

Robert Bond; Walter Dunn, Sr.; John 

A. Parrott; Cynthia Dunn; Patsy Dud-

ley; Elizabeth Bond; Lany Jones; and 

Persis Parrott.  From these humble 

beginnings grew Gordon Street Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ) of 

Kinston … be sure to be here to cele-

brate! 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

RESUME 

The Loaves & Fishes Wednesday 

evening meals resume on January 11, 

beginning at 6:41 p.m.  Meals are ca-

tered by The Folded Napkin and cost 

$7.50 per meal.  Sign up is needed by 

Tuesday of each week so that the res-

taurant can prepare the proper amount 

(sign up form is by the church eleva-

tor).  The Wednesday evening Bible 

study also resumes that evening, 

meeting before the meal at 5:30 p.m.  

Our study for the winter/spring will 

be First & Second Samuel.  The cost 

of the study book, written by the au-

thor of the Job study booklet, is $13 

(talk to Mark if you are interested). 

 

Worship Attendance 

11/27 -  82 12/4 -  

12/11 -  126 12/18 - 209 
 

2011 $tewardship Update 

Income YTD - $233,947.60 

Expenses YTD - $261,877.52 

Prayer Concerns –Helen Goins, Zella 

Medlin, Phil & Leslie McGrew, 

Brooks Best, Al Owens, Jr., Sgt. Jef-

frey Kessler, Pete Warren, Rebecca 

Sugg, Donnie Potter 

 

YOUTH GROUPS NEWS 

GSCC has two active youth groups 

which meet almost every Sunday even-

ing (with the exception of December 

and the summer):  the Junior Youth 

Fellowship is for elementary-aged chil-

dren, and the Christian Youth Fellow-

ship is for junior high and high school 

youth.  Both groups meet for supper at 

6 p.m. on Sunday evening ($2) and 

programs from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  The 

programs resume on January 15 for the 

winter/spring quarter (youth advisors 

are reminded of their planning session 

on the evening of January 8, beginning 

at 6 p.m.). 
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 MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS 

GORDON STREET HAS A VARIETY OF 

CHOIR OPPORTUNITIES! 

All choirs will resume rehearsals on January 

11th!   Check the following schedule and con-

sider joining with others who are “Singing or 

Ringing with Joy for the Lord…” 

 

Wonderful Wednesday – for children  3 – 6th grades  

  3:15 - 5:00  Wednesday 

Sanctuary Choir – for older youth and adults 

  7:30 – 9:00  Wednesday 

Sanctuary Bells – advanced choir for older youth and adults

  4:30 – 6:00 Sunday 

  6:00 – 7:30 Thursday 

Angelus Ringers—beginning choir for adults 

  6:00 - 7:00p.m. Sunday 

Chapel Bells -  beginning handbells for children 

  4:15 – 5:00      Wednesday 

OUTREACH 

The Outreach Ministry set goals for Special Day Offerings 

and Miracle Jar collections for 2011.  Our projected goal 

for Miracle Jar collections was $2000.00.  As you can see, 

we surpassed our goal!  We also surpassed our goal for 

Pentecost and Thanksgiving Special Offerings by exceed-

ing our previous year's giving.  Thank you for your gener-

ous support of these very important means of Outreach to 

our region and local community.   

   Martha Smith, Outreach Chair    
Miracle Jar offerings 

Week of Compassion 167.16 

Boys & Girls Club 160.00 

Stop Hunger Now 462.47 

Hand in Hand  174.26 

Camp Agape  303.45 

Bible in High School 150.62 

Mary’s Kitchen  140.87 

Hand in Hand  151.84 

Homeless Shelter  173.91 

Salvation Army  148.36 

White gifts/Angel tree 116.27 

 Total            2,149.21 

  

Special Day offerings 

Week of Compassion      2,012.27 

Easter   651.10 

Pentecost  713.00 

Reconciliation  264.00 

Thanksgiving  803.00 

Christmas  897.00 

 Total            5,340.37 

A message from the library---- 

The year is nearly over and we will soon be writing 

“2012” on  all our checks and other papers! (If we remem-

ber!) 

We are thankful that our library is being used 

and hope you find what you are looking for, 

be it fiction or non-fiction. We also have a 

large selection of reference materials. Some 

of these books are missing at the present time but we are 

hopeful they will be returned in the near future. Many of 

these cannot be replaced, so please check your home, car, 

work place, family members, etc. to be sure you don’t 

have one. 

After the new year you will find the latest Karen Kings-

bury book, “Longing”, third in the Bailey Flanigan series. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year!!   Donna Millhorn and Sarah Bendle 

GENERAL BOARD MEETINGS 

The General Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 

(Jan.-June, Sept.-Nov.) at 7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  

All members of the church are invited to attend if you are 

interested.  Charles Yarbrough, Moderator 

MINISTRY NEWS 

UPCOMING 

Ever thought you’d like to learn more about the Christian 

faith than 40 minutes of Sunday school gives you each 

week? Then maybe the Regional Lay Academy is for you.  

The Lay Academy offers six 5-week courses over a two 

year period for laity who want to dig a little deeper.  The 

next class will be offered 1/21, 2/4 & 18, 3/3 & 17, taught 

by Barton College chaplain Hollie Woodruff.  To register, 

call Coleman Markham, Ph.D., dean of the Lay Academy 

(cost is $150 per course plus the purchase of a book).  Al-

so, the Christian Youth Fellowship is reminded of the up-

coming 2012 Midwinter at Camp Caroline, Feb. 3-5.  Rev. 

Ryan Vernon is the keynoter.  Cost is $70 (GSCC pays 

$35 of that for members).  Registration forms are available 

through the church office.   
NOTES RECEIVED 

GSCC has received Christmas greetings from the follow-

ing:  Jane Vance, granddaughter of the late Alma Taylor; 

Susan & Norvel Kneten of Barton College; Wells Fargo 

Advisors; Sonny Wray & Lexington Theological Seminary; 

the Christian Church Foundation; Donald Rhoe; and World 

Vision & 30-Hour Famine group.  We also received a thank 

you letter from the KHS Soccer parents, thanking GSCC 

for use of the fellowship hall for a recent awards banquet; 

the family of Lillie Wilkins, in gratitude for the friendship 

lunch and all the prayers and support through Lillie’s ill-

ness and death; Donna Millhorn, in appreciation for all the 

support during her recovery from surgery.  Complete notes 

are on the church bulletin board. 



 

We’re on the Web at: 

gscc.kinstonlc.com  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

ABOUT THE DISCIPLES 

Born in the early 1800s, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is the oldest Protestant Church to have been founded in the 

United States.  Its symbol of the chalice emphasizes the central place of communion in worship, as well as the Scottish Presbyteri-

an roots of the denomination (the cross of St. Andrew).  Disciples confess their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and seek 

unity among all  

WEEKLY SCRIP-

TURES 

1/1/12 - Isaiah 61:10—

62:3; Psalm 148; Gal. 4:4-

7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

1/8/12 - Genesis 1:1-5; 

Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; 

Mark 1:4-11 

 

1/15/12 - 1 Sam. 3:1-10, 

(11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 

13-18; 1 Cor. 6:12-20; 

John 1:43-51 

 

1/22/12 - Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 

Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Cor. 

7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 

1/29/12 - Deut. 18:15-20; 

Psalm 111; 1 cor. 8:1-13; 

Mark 1:21-28 

May the Joy and Peace 

of our Saviorõs birth 

fill your hearts and minds 

this Christmas and Always. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

and Happy New Year! 
 

The Gordon Street Christian Church Staff 

LOOK AHEAD—BELL CHOIR AUCTION COMING IN FEBRUARY 

The bell choir is sponsoring their annual dinner and auction on Sunday, February 12, 

2012 at 6 p.m.  The proceeds from this fundraiser support the handbell choir’s spring 

tour and will enable them to deliver their ministry of handbell music to other areas.  

We are seeking items to be donated fo rthe auction which will be greatly appreciated.  

So start now to look for wonderful items to be auctioned off and plan to join us Sun-

day evening, February 12th, for entertainment, delicious food, and great fellowship.. 


